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P$ALM . 14. 


5 For this Get is ap Gi iv then inves He al 
be our Guide unto death. 


' Tx this pſalm the church triumphs in her God 
and Saviour—ſhe- celebrates the beauty and joy 
which ſhe receives from Him—ſhe acknowledges 
Him as her refuge and mighty delivercr, as the 
deſtroyer of all her enemies, as the performer of 
his own word, as encouraging all true worſhip- 
pers to think of or wait for his loving kindneſs, , 
to truſt in his name and praiſe it unto the ends of 
the carth—he calls her ſons and her daughters to 
Joy and gladneſs, invites them to walk. about 
Sion, to tell her towers, mark her bulwarks, 
. her palaces; or, to ſpeak in New, 
| B | Teſtament, 


12. 


/ 


De AS} 
Teſtament language, to contemplate the fabric 
of the Chriſtian church, the foundation upon 


which it is built, the ſuperſtructure raiſed upon | 


it, the ſpirit which breathes in it, and the fruits 
which are produced by them, * that they may 
tell it to the generations following,” and thus 
bequeath to their ſurvivors the beſt of legacies— 
à living and dying teſtimony to the truth as it is 
in Jesus. | 


It is with God's children upon earth as with 
the children of men, that generation paſſeth 
away, and generation cometh none of them 
are ſuffered to continue by reaſon of death; 
but though they are removed, God remaineth ; _ 
though they change, God is the ſame—for 


Tunis Gop 1s our Gob FOR EVER AND EVER, 
Hz SHALL BE our GbR UNTO DEATH. ' 


1 pitched upon theſe words at firſt, having 
heard that they were the laſt articulately ſpoken 
by the Reverend, nay; I muſt deliberately call 
ED 89 | him, 


3 
him, the Right Reverend Father in Chriſt, 
WiiLiam Romaine, I have ſince had rea- 
ſon to doubt this circumſtance, but none for 
doubting that a better illuſtration of them 
never was produced /than is to be found in 
the life and death of this juſtly, generally, 
greatly venerated and lamented man. Of his 
perſon we have no remains upon earth, ex- 
cept a body of vileneſs returned unto the duſt 


from whence it ſprung, but as ſafe as his ſpirit in 


the hands of his Redeemer, who will raiſe it, and 
change it into a body of glory. Of his labours' 

we have large remains in his writings (and I hope 
we ſhall have more), and in many living wit- 
neſſes for Jeſus, who have been born again, and 
built up in the faith, by the word of the goſpel 
ſo ably and ſucceſsfully delivered by him. Who, 
that ever heard and knew him, does not lameat 


him? And who have fo much reaſon to lament, - | 


as they who neither heard nor knew him? But 
ſurely we have reaſon to ſay, * Bleſſed be God, 
even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort, 
who comfoerh win all our ibulationg: /4ag; 
| B 2 — that 


| > 6-4-9 

that as the ſufferings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo - 

our conſolation by Chriſt aboundeth . alſo.” 
Surely, ſo long and uſeful a life, ſo ſhort and 

bliſsful a death, are matters of thankfulneſs and 

praiſe to God, who called him at firſt, and con- 
frirmed him unto the end. And ſurely we ſhould 
| h | rejoice that ſo divine, ſo venerable, ſo excellent 
a ſervant of Jeſus has been diſmiſſed at the age 
of fourſcore and one from labour and ſorrow,” 
and hath actually entered into the reſt and joy of 
his Lord, 


He had been fifty-eight years in orders laſt | 

October, and, though admitted ſo early into fo ' 

holy a function, he appears not to have ruſhed- 
haſtily into it without previous ſtudy and prayer ; 
nor to have hurried into populous towns immedi- 
| ately upon his ordination, but to have employed 
the firſt years of his miniſtry in country villages, 
where he might give attendance, like young 
Timothy, to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine: 
and when he came forth into public, his profiting 

appeared unto all men. 


* 


He 


OP 

He publiſhed, in the year 1741, at the requeſt 
of the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, a 
| ſermon preached before them and the citizens of 

London, at the cathedral church of St. Payl; the 
title of it is, No Juſtification by the Law of 
Nature;” and the deſign of it is to prove, that 
there can be no juſtification, but by the law of 
faith in CuxIsr: the concluſion of it is in the ex- 
cellent words of our excellent chureh, which are, 
that they alſo are to be had acourſed that preſume 
to ſay, that every man ſhall be ſaved by the law 
or ſect that he profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent 
to frame his life according to that law and light of 
nature; for the Holy Scripture doth ſet out to us 
only the name of Jesus nn whereby men 
muſt be ſaved. 


Thus he began his miniſtry, as he ended it, by 
« teaching and preaching Jzsvs Caarsr;” he 
never was © corrupted from the ſimplicity which 
is in Chriſt; he had great and extraordinary 
talents, but he laid them at the foot of the crofs, 
and found ample employment for them in the 
glories of Chrift crucified; he fav all fulpeſs, in 
| B3 \ Him, 


| ( 6 ) | 
Him, and ſet Him forth to his fellow- creatures in 
the ſtile and ſpirit of the Bible; contending ear- 
neſtly for faith in Him, as the one antidote againſt 
| fin and ſorrow, and the one ſource of righteouſ- 


neſs and peace; and what he wrote and preached 


he exemplified in himſelf living and dying. 


It is remarkable, and I have often heard him 
tell it with chankfulneſs, that during the long pe- 


riod of fifty-eight years, he was never interrupted 


in the exerciſe of his miniſtry by any illneſs—till | 


the laſt—and then, as he expreſſed himſelf to his 
ſon and friends, he was ſent into the furnace for 
the trial of his faith, and for proof to himſelf and 


others what a precious gift he had received from 


God; then he could ſay, that he felt and ſaw 
what he wrote and preached more than ever ; 
chen it was, that the Spirit of glory and of God 
reſted upon him, ſtrengthened him with might in 


the inner man, diſpelled every cloud from his 


mind, ſuſtained him in the full uſe of his faculties, 
in the firmeſt expreſſions of his hope, and in the 


— 


moſt calm, the moſt conſtant, the moſt lively ex- 


erciſes of praiſe and prayer, full of faith and the 
| Holy 


(67 2 
Holy Ghoſt, full of Jeſus and of love, full of days 


and full of heaven. During the laſt days of his 
exiſtence upon earth, he was frequently ſaying, | 
O, how goodis God!” It was his languageevery = 
morning. He realized what is written in Iſaiah 
xxvi. 4. Thou wilt keep him in perſect peace 
whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth 
in thee... Truſt ye in the Lord for ever: for in 
the Lord Jann is everlaſting ftrength.” He. 
could ſay unto the Lord with the pſalmiſt, xxxi. 14. 
Thou art my God, my times are in thy hand:“ 
he knew that the time of bis life and the time of 
his death, the time of his Sing in the fleſh 


of his reconciled God and Father; _ ks was 
perfectly reſigned to his ſovereign diſpoſal. His 
laſt words upon earth were the words of heaven, 
+ Holy, Holy, Holy ! Bleſſed and Holy J Esus, 

10 thee be endleſs praiſe!” Certainly then he could 
have ſaid, whether he did fay i it or no, 


Tuts Go 18 OUR Gop FOR £v2R AND EVER, | 
Hz SHALL BE OUR Spion vx ro DEATH. 
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1 

Leſs 1 could hardly ſay of ſuch a bete in-the 
introduction to a diſcourſe upon the preſent occa- 
ſion, and in a place which he filled with ſo much 
credit to himſelf; ſo much comfort to his hearers, .. 
and, above all, with ſo much honour to his God, 
But he was a mortal man, and is gone the way 
| of all the earth; by nature he was a © child of 
wrath,” and by © grace he was faved:” and T 
am ſure, that if any thing could diſturb his per- 
fect ſpirit, it would be the ſubſtitution of himſelf 
in the place of his Saviour; and if any thing 
could add to his joy in paradiſe, i it would be, that, 
e according to his earneſt expectation and hope 
vpon earth, Chriſt ſhould be magnified both by [ 
his life and his death,” as they are brought to dur | 
recollection this day. 


Let us then look up unto Jesvs, for his Sikrr 
the ComrorTER, that he may take of his things, 
and help us with them to improve this viſitation, 
and to ſpeak as we ought from the words of the 
text; firſt, of the known object of worſhip, which 
they propoſe, to us, called this Gop; ſecondly, 

ol his connexion with his people, who called him 


ur 


tw 


our God]; thirdly, of the continuance of that con- 


* 


nexion, for ever and ever ; and fourthly, of. the 


conſtancy of it in this tranſitory life, in trouble; 


ſorrow, need, ſickneſs, or any other ae 
e OI Wr Wa 


* 
4 


5 Firſt here is a known object of ER this 
Cod. If an © altar to the unknown God” will 
do for Athens, it will not do for the churches of 
the ſaints. © We know what we worſhip,” ſaid 
Chriſt, to the woman of Samaria, John i iv. 223 
and as he came to ſeek ſuch worſhippers as ſhould 


worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth, he proclaims. 


him unto the ends of the carth in words which 
cannot be miſtaken; * Go ye therefore, and 
« teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
« of the FaTazs, and of the Son, and of the 
« Hoy Guosr,“ Matt. xxviii. 19. This is a 
full explanation of the word Cod, as it occurs in 
this and a thouſand other places of the Old Teſ. 


tament; a plural word deſcribing. a pluraliey o 


perſons, joined with a ſingular pronoun deſcribing 


an unity of eſſence; it explains the invocation of 


ſaints in ur 
8 in 


— 


ew) | 
in the mouth of our lately departed miniſter 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hoſts, &c.; it 
explains the firſt principle of revealed religion, as 


© delivered by God's ſervant Moſes, Deut. vi. 4. 
% Hear, O Iſrael, the Loxp, thy Gop, is one 
 Lony; JznOVAH thy ALtniM is one Jeho- 

| yah.” Jehovah deſcribes the eſſence eternally 


exiſting, Alehim the plurality of perſons in that 
eſſence, and. thoſe perſaps in covenant, in counſel, 
and under the obligation of an oath: in counſel 
upon our creation, Let us make man; and before 
in counſel confirmed. by an oath to redeem man, 
that by two immutable things, in which it was 

impoſſible for God to lic, we might have ftrong 
conſolation, &c. Heb. vi. 18. None could fit in 

theſe counſels but the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt ; nor could they, unleſs every perſon by 


| himſelf had been Gop and Logp; for, with whom 
took he counſel? Ifaiah, xl. 14. The New 


Teſtament reveals the performance of this won- 


derful plan; « We have ſeen -and do teſtify, that 
the Father ſent the Son to be the Saviour of the 


world; we know, that the Son of God is come, 


and hath given us an underſtanding, that we may 
F * — 4 know 


n 5 | 
| know him that is true, and we are ln tin dn 
is true, even in his Son, Ixus Carry. - This is 
the true God and eternal Life; whereof the Holy 
Ghoſt is witneſs,” as in the mouths of all the 
prophets ſince the world began, fo in the hearts of 
all God's people, enabling them to fay, that Itsus 
is Lord ; through whom they have acceſs by one 
Spirit unto the Father. This is the God of the 
tert, and of the Bible: need 1 remind you that 
he was Mr. Romaine's God? How expreſs in 
his Sermons, and in his Writings, the acknow- 
' edgment-of the eternal Three in Jehovah ? and 
with what energy have we heard him take up the 
confeſſion of our church, and fay, that the ſame 
which we believe of the glory of the Father, che 
fame we believe of the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, 
without any DIFFERENCE or INEQUALITY ? 


To know this only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom he. hath ſent, this is life eternal. John 
xvii. 3. and the ſecond thing to be ſpoken of from 
the words of the text is aan 
people, who call him ur God. 11 


\ { J 
. * , F ; 1 b Y 
* : . N : 1 8 
* * * * q f 
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3 
"3 T his connexion is the very ſource and foul of 
worſhip; in the Pſalm, which is in daily uſe 
amongſt us, we ſay, O come let us worſhip | 
and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our 
maker: for he is our God.” It is brought about 
by his grace, and by acts which are quite his own: 


| ſome of them are recorded, Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. 
gut this is the covenant that I will make with 


the houſe of Iſrael; after thoſe days, faith the 
Lord, I will put my hw in their inward parts, 
and write it in their heart, and I will be their 
God, and they ſhall be my people. And they 
ſhall teach no more every man his neighbour, 
and every man his brother, ſaying, Know the 


Lord: for they ſhall know me from the leaſt of 


them to the greateſt of them, faith the Lord; ſor! 
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their ſin no more.” In a letter, which I received | 
ſome years ago from Mr. Romaine, I find the fol- 
lowing expreſſions: I have juſt finiſhed my 
reading of the Bible for 1783. It has been a 


ſeaſon of great teaching. I never went through 


it with more delight, or with more profit. My 


foul has found it more precious than gold, and 
much 


; W 


C383 . 
much ſweeter than honey. But ſtill I ſee much 
before me to be learnt and experienced. I do not 


doubt of the promiſe being fulfilled to me, Jer. 


xxXi. 33, 34. but Lam ſeeking and waiting for its 
being engraved deeper upon my heart, and more 
fairly copied out in my life. O that the Lord 
the Spirit, may caſt you and me into the mould 
of the word, that we may take the impreſſion of 
every truth, and receive it in the love of it.” Here 
is the way in which God connects himſelf with his 


people, he reveals himſelf to them by his word, he 


cauſes it to be mixed with faith, and by the acting 
of the faith of his operation, makes them to ſay this 
is our God, our hope and our portion, our ſhield 
and our exceeding great reward; ſo that our buſi- 
neſs is to be followers of him, and to. be happy in 
heaven, where God is all in all. He himſelf re- 
moves every obſtacle, whether of Ignorance of of ' 
ſin, which ſtands in the way of this perfect com- 
munion ; they ſhall all know me from the leaſt of 
them unto the greateſt, for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their fin no more.” In 
order to effect this reconciliation, he is God incat - 
nate in his dear Son, becoming ours in our na- 


6 


ture ind likeneſs, with our griefs and ſorrows, our 

tranſgreſſions and iniquities, our puniſhment and 

death, all meeting together in his wonderful | 

' perſon: and having made peace through the 
blood of his croſs, he comes and preaches peace 

by his word, and applies it by his Spirit: hereby 

we know that God dwelleth in us and we in God, 


we can ſay truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, 


and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt; and this, as Mr. 


Romaine often expreſſed himſelf, is heaven upon 


earth. 


Such alſo has been the teaching and experience 
of all God's children—* We come unto thee, for 


thou art the Lord our God,” Jer. iti. 22.0 
| God, thou art my God, early will I ſeck thee.” + 
Pſalm Ixiii. 1. Whatever be my ſtation or call- 
ing, and whatever be the buſineſs, cares, or trials, 


annexed to them, Thou art the firſt object of my 


purſuit—let thy preſence go with me, let thy 
bleſſing be upon me, and all ſhall be well. In 


this ſenſe, he was the God of Abraham, and of 


| Iſaac, and of Jacob: In this character, he re- 
proves, chaſtens, and inſtructs his people, taking 


"1% 
\ 


4 
\ 


CHEFS: 
pains with them as a people whom he has formed | 
for hitnſelf, and faying, I am God, even thy God. 
Pfalm 1. 7. And as he is not the God of the dead 
but of the living, ſo this connnexion as to the 
continuance of it, is for ever and ever. Which is 


che third particular. 


| Where God is, thets cat be ho death} for 2H 
liveth z and there can be no time, for He is eternal. 


| How different from the gods many and lords 


many of the children of men! from the world, 
the fleſh, and the devil, the riches, honours, and 
pleaſures of life, in the ſervice and purſuit of which 
men live for a time, and then die for ever | How 
finely is the contraſt drawn, Jer. x; 10, &c. © But 
the Lord is the true God, he is the living God, and 
an everlaſting King : at his wrath the earth ſhall 
tremble, and. the nations ſhall not be able to 
abide his indignation. Thus ſhall ye ſay unto 
them, the gods that have not made the heavens 


and the earth, even they ſhall periſh from the 


made the earth by his power, He hath eſtabliſhed 


rr 
we 


to God from idols, and to wait for his Son from 


( 16 * 
the heavens by his diſcretion. When He 3 
his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the 
heavens, and he cauſeth the vapours to aſcend 
from the ends of the earth: he maketh lightning 
with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his | 
treaſures. Every man is brutiſh in his know- 


ledge: every founder is confounded by the graven 
'.- image: for his molten image is falſehood, and there 


is no breath in them. They are vanity and the 
work of errors: in the time of their viſitation 


they ſhall periſh: The portion of Jacob is not 


like them: for He is the former of all things, and 
Iſrael is the rod of his inheritance, the Lord of 
Hoſts is his name.” What a mercy to be turned 
heaven, whom He raifed from the dead, even 
Jeſus, who delivereth us from the wrath to come ! 
Theſe effects are conſtantly produced by the 
faith of the goſpel. - Believing in Jeſus, though 


we were dead, yet we live, and living and be- 


lieving in Jeſus wie never die we are his for 
ever. All his followers have known this, and none 


more than Mr. Romaine: when he ſent me his 
book on the triumph of faith, Thank our divine 


teacher, 


C07. 
natal the Holy Spirit, faid he, for leading we 
into the truth, and for keeping me ina it through 
ſuch a long life, and for the moſt bleſſed proſpet 
opened to me, when this life ſhall be ended. The 
laſt moments of his liſe were thoſe in which he 
was moſt alive unto God, when, like an inhabitant 
of heaven, he was crying, « Holy, Holy, Holy!” | 
Dying indeed as an inhabitant of earth, but know- 
ing no more of death than as ee 
uren . 


IAN tr wo 


There id be hut o one reaſon for ach a er 
end of his converſation upon. earth, and chat is, 
ſtancy of whoſe friendſhip with his people in this 
tranſitory life, in trouble, ſorrow, need, ſigkneſs, 
and the end of all, is the laſt thing to be admired 
is a won of he . 5. He thall be our alade | 


12 
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Our way upon earth is a conwed: progreſs 
unto death, a way of wearineſs and painfulneſs of 
diſeaſe and infirmity, and the continual periſhiag 
of ah pan but in our Immanuel we. baye 
” & a friend 


(18 ) 

4 friend born for adverſity, and one that ſticketh 
cloſer'than a brother: and God being with us in 
che way, how is it ſtrewed with promiſes, and wa- 
| tered from above with ſhowers of bleſſing? . When 

thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with 
thee ; and through the rivers; they ſhall not over- | 

flow thee: when thou walkeſt through the fire, 

thou ſhalt not be burnt; neither Phall the flame 
| kindle upon thee.” Iſaiah Wii. 2. © And to your 

old age I am he, and to hoar hairs will I carry 

you: 1 have made, and J will bear, even I will 

carry and will deliver you.” *Tſaiah xvi. 4. The 

expreſſion in the original of the text, is very ſtrong 

and emphatical, it is d, He himſelf ſhall lead us 

even unto death: inticharing, no doubt, that he 

hever truſts his followers to any conduct but his 
| own. Ass an eagle ſtirret up her jeſt, fluttereth 
il over ber young, Tpreadeth abroad her wings, 
| taketh them and beareth them on her wings: ſo 2 
* the Loxp alone did lead him.“ Deut. xxxii. 11. | 
| If we afk, how it is that he conducts then? 
Nehemiah ſpeaks upon this ſubject, ix. 20. *Thou 
gaveſt alſo thy good Spirit to inſtruct them. 
And a greater than Nehemiah has promiſed this 

H 4 8 guide 
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92 
guide for his church, unjo the end ef the world 
« eyen the Spirit of truth, he ſhall lead you into all 
truth, &c,” So that as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the ſons of God; and if 
the Spirit of him that raiſed up Jeſus from the 
dead dyell in you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from 
the dead ſhall alſo quicken 'your mortal bodies 
by the ſpirit that dwelleth in you.” Rom. vii.— 
Here is a guide unto death, and unto judgment 
alſo, to quicken our ſpirits in the one, and our 
bodies i in the other; to breathe into us the breath 
of life, that we may have it more abundantly than 
we had it in Adam.—It was a life in Adam which 
laſted only till the hour of temptation, in Chriſt it 
endured temptation and ſurvived it, and 1s given 
to his people for ever. Hence it is that they live 
in death they fear no evil, for God is with them; 
and this was; evidently. the caſe with our departed | 
brother: the ſame God, who ſed him all his life | 
long, the angel which redeemed him from all evil, 
redeemed him from death and the power of the 
grave; and with ſuch a ſhepherd and guide, he 
had only to ſay, * Holy, Holy, Holy ; Holy and 
Medley to thee be endleſs praiſe!” The 
0a friend, 


6209 
friend, at whoſe houſe he departed, thought it, no 
- doubr, a privilege to receive him in dying cir- 
cumſtances, and derived comfort and ſupport frem 
ſeeing and hearing him in them, which amply - 
| compenſated for the ſorrow which the loſs of ſuch 


a brother, and ſuch a father, muſt occaſion, Bleſſ- 


ed be the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
comfort—bleſſed be his name for the abundant 
ſupport vouchſafed to his departed ſervant, and 
for his abundant conſolations to his ſurviving bre- 
thren—thanks be to God, who gave him the 
victory, and will give it to us, if we follow him' as 
he followed Chriſt—all glory be to God, who was 
his Ne unto death. | 


. could have wiſhed that 10 FF? a tribute to 
his memory, as is propoſed this day, had fallen 
into much abler hands than mine: it could have 
fallen upon tione leſs able to do it juſtice, but none 
more willing. I yield to all my fellow-ſervants 
in Chriſt in point of ability, but to none in love 

and eſteem for ſo burning and ſhining a light, in 
which the great Head of the church has permitted 
us to rejoice ſo long, before he took him to ſhine | 
0 ap 


* 


( 21 0 
as the brightneſs of the firmament, and as the ſun 
in the kingdom of his Father. In order to do 
juſtice to the ſervant we muſt. give glory to he 
Maſter, and remember that there is nothing ex · 
cellent or eminent in any man, but what comes 
from him who is e the true Light that lighten- 
eth every man that cometh 1 into the world.” 


' 7 
1A. * ; 6 


1 — to gang My Ro- 
maine's life and character in the compaſs. of -z 
ſermon; nor ſhall we ever have ſo good an ac- 
count of the beſt part of his hiſtory; his religious 
experience as a man of God, as is to be faund'in 
his Life, Malt, and Triumph of Faith, under his 
own hand. But Iam authorized to ſay, that as 
ſoon as authentic documents. can be collected and 
compiled, ſuch an account will be given to the 

it is to be hoped that they will wait for it with 
patience, and reject every thing ſpurious in the 
mean time, + i SM inge 4150179 21 gs 

203, A dH E,u ug a os was ef 

4 ſhould do great injuſtice to my 

own na perhaps to your expectations, 


C3 were 
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were I to paſs by. this opportunity of dropping a 
ſew hints reſpecting his walk and warfare upon 
earth, his behaviour'in the relations in which he 
ſtood to God and man, by which it has been 
phinly proved, that this ROE guide urith 
My who's his God w_ ever; men 
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We may rnd him among thoſe of whom the 
apoſtle may be ſuppbſed do ſpeak; Hb: Xii. 7. 
* Remember them which Rad the rule over yd 
| who have ſpoken to you tho word of Gocꝭ whoſe 
faith folow; conſidering the end of their ene. 
ſation.” lere is one, whom, in proportion as 
we regret, ue muſt remember with pleaſure, bis 
converſation amongſt us will btar tetroſpect, ani 
the more it is- ſcrutinizedy the better it will be 
bound. He kd that rule over the church to 
Wzich his great age and long experience im the 
things of God ſo juſtly entitled him. The wort 
neu, fignifies' One who prefides in the church, 
and is eminently applied, Matt. ii. 6. unto him 
who was to come out of Bethlehem a governor, to 
rule God's people Iſrael. It is applied, Luke 
| _ 6, to chaſe men this governor is pleaſed to 
4 | employ 


. 0 2g ) 

employ in his ſervice, c and he that js chief, as 
he that doth ſerve.” And it is applied, Acts xv. 
225 to choſen men of the church, who are called 
chief men, or (to ſpeak in modern language) 
leading men among tho brethren. In Mr. Ro- 
maine we tad. a. leading man, wham we might 
conſult in private, and hear in public with profit 
and pleaſure. His congregation, on Tueſday 
morning, was generally a choice company of mi- 
word of God, with purity, with plainneſs, with 
talents quite his own—ſuch as we all admired, 
but none could imitate; he believed what he 
preached, and if we follow his faith, we ſhall be 
led into a life, a holier and happier than which 
was never lived among men; and if we conſider 
or behold the end, een, or going out of his 
converſation, we ſhall find it perfectly conſiſtent | 
wi to coming i, The Lord. 2 both 


e 
he was ſteady in every thing elle; he ruled well 
his own. houſe, as a huſband, a father, and a 

| mY maſter; | 


(' 24 ) 
maſter; and has left thoſe to lament him moſt 
ho were beſt acquainted with him; as the con- 
ſtant witnefſes of his inſtruction and de votion in 

his family, of his thankfulneſs and temperance at 
| his meals, of the regular diſpoſition of his time, 
| and conſecration of i it to the ferviee of his beloved 

Teſts ic oa ed an Une 
ö ' 4 n eee ei! e leg bs: 
. th 
beſt that I'&ver knew—plain, but polimed in his 
manners} and et in his behaviour, as he 
Was Happ in his foul. Asa ſcholar he could con- 
verſe on ar any bie and accothmodate himſelf to 
any, underftaiding. "In 1 vricings there i is great . 
plainneſs\ of Perch, and e great purity of dition; 


i PAK 


the. unlearned cannot miſtake, 5 nor can the learned | 


15 eo vnn . 


engel or mend chem. He as: 2 man of ſcience 


and philoſophy trug 6 Called, for he ſt fied . 142 
k 1 


ture with the Bible i in his handy and took tis c- 
count of the chings which ate made from 0 


made them. He was certainly a proficient in 

1 ) GCL 7 

claſſical learning, and gave no ſmall} Proo oof of his 
3 4s 2 11 by | Ji 


acquaintance with the Lan tongue, in Bis elegant 

preface and dedication, "a EY ſent forth with 
n h þ 

9 lh 
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his edition of Calafio, in the thirty-fourth year of | 
his age. But the errors and vices of the heathens, | | 
however ornamented by rhetoric or poetry; were 
diſguſting to a heart purified by faith: he-there- 
died the Hebrew tongue; as God's language, in 
which he has been pleaſed to reveal his will; and 
he knew it intimately, and to the very root and 
marrow of it: he was well acquainted with its 
genius, as containing letter and ſpirit in every 
word, repreſeiting inviſtple things by viſible ob- 
jets, preſenting the truths of God to tho ſenſes 
of men, and painting the myſteries of the king- 
dom of heaven in the glowing colours of nature. 
'So he brought forth much fruit as a diſciple of 
Jeſus; learned much in the ſchool of-him who 
ſpake by parables, and who, conſidering what he 
was to: teath;” could” hot Tpeak without" chem. 
Such Knowltige of Ged in kis works made his | 
pilgrimage upon efrth a delightful paſſage to bes- 
ven. He could learn as mich in lis Walkes 4b in 
his ſtudy ; and, being very affable and commu- 
nicatide, as a "moſt" enteftlitüng and-edifying 
companion in the houſt, n. anch in tie 
3 garden. 
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garden. He could ſpeak of moſt: natural things 
with a peculiar ſavour, becauſe he could point 
out the ſpiritual things to which they are: related: 
Al, therefore, that received him into their houſes 
Mere the better-for his viſits 3- while all that heafd 

him could nor but be profited by his preaching 
in. Wu n 3 the oraclen affe 
Dn 1001 7 ini 21 wink 
ag You "wig bis, ch en 
better than. I can deſcribe it, and haye given a 
proof of, the, opinion you. entertain of ſuch a, mi- 
niſtry,, by preferring .an, unanimous petition for 
the continuance of it, and 1 rejoice with you; that | 
you have: not preferredit in in. Lou recollect 
how admirably he adapted himſelf. co his hearers, 
how familiarly he ſpoke dp children, how faith- 


fully to youth, and hay feclingly; to. the aged; 744 


and how. liberally he provided for. the, poor, by 
charity. ſermons, by weekly vollecions at; facra- 
ments, While be performed the. beſt of {all offices, 
3p preaching the gelpel N 0h 5H 22 
Erna Lr NR Nινᷓ gꝗg]d bas ; muſt wid 
As he loved all Chriſtian, people, all churches 
ol the: ſaints will mi bim, but the- church of 
2 10 | England 


Ci I 
England has loſt in him one of her brighteſt or- 


her doctrines at a time when they were almoſt for- 
gotten, but he maintained them in her commu- 
ſay, with St. Paul, At my firſt coming no man 
ſtood by me, but all forſook me; nevertheleſs 
the Lord ſtood by me and ſtrengthened me.” It 
is well known what things befel him at Oxford, 
where he was refuſed the univerſity pulpit for 
Sermons entitled The Lord our Righteouſneſs, which 
he publiſhed, that they might ſpeak for them- 
ſelves; at St. George's, Hanover-ſquare, from 
whence he was removed, after having been morn 
ing prearker there for ſome years, -for filling 
that church with the doctrine which ought always | 
to be preached in it; and at St. Dunſtan's in the 
Welt, upon being choſen Lecturer there, what 
oppoſition he met with, what perſecutions he en- 
dured! But out of them all the Lord delivered 
him, and ſo delivered him, as He generally de- 
livers his people, by calling him to the exeroiſe 
of faith upon ſo trying an occaſion, *' Had he 


walked by Gght and not by faith, he might have 
54 


yielded 


N 
yielded to the ſtrong ſolicitations of ſome of his 
' friends, to leave lis church and his country, and 
embraced the moſt; tempting invitations, Which 
were held out to him, to go to America: but he 
was conſcientiouſſy attached to the church of | 
England, and thought. it his duty to wait till, a 
door was opened, which afterwards proved to be 
great and effectual. He lamented, no doubt, 
that there were ſo few of her miniſters who felt 
the obligations laid upon them at their ordination 
to preach Chriſt unto the people; but if the la- 
bourers were few, he was taught to pray for 
more; and what he had been taught, he did in 
faith. When he firſt began, the number of thoſe ä 
\ who'preached the -goſpel;- and churches open to 
them, were few indeed; it might conſiſt of units, 
tit increaſed afterwards to tens, and then to 
hundreds, and before he died he had a liſt of 
above five hundred brethren at once, for whom 
he could pray as fellow labourers with himſelf in 
| the word and: in doctrine. He conſtantly re- 
© membered them in his prayers, and ſet apart one 
day in the week, which he called his Litany day, 
* * believe was generally Friday, maya | 
he 
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he mentioned them every one by name before the 
throne of grace. The church of England then 
has loſt a great friend, a fteady and a praying 
friend, in Mr. Romaine; and you will do well 
to try your beſt to make amends for his loſs, 
and to follow - his faith in this particular. The 
prayer of faith availeth, and waiting as well as 
praying faith did wonders for this excellent man; 
he lived to ſee many doors opened to him, which 
were ſhit againſt him; and was not only himſelf 
ſtabliſſied, ſtrengthened, ſertled, after he had ſuf 
fered for à while, but placed in a moſt reſpectable 
| ſituation, as Rector of this Pariſh;' in which he 
has diſcharged his duty with great fidelity and uſe- 
fulneſs, and, his work being -ended, 1s gone out- 
of the world with as much credit as ever man left 
it, to give a an — of * unto Got 


Behold r now the 3 of his ured 
-him in old age, and you ſee how true the Plalmiſt's 
deſcription is of thoſe, © that are planted in the 
houſe of the Lord; and flouriſh in the courts of 
our God, that they ſhall Kill bring forth fruit in 
old age: and all « to ſhew that the Loxo i is up- 

right, | 
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( 39 ) 
right, He is their Rock, and there is no unrighte- 
ouſheſs in Him,” Pal. xcii. 13. The cheerful- 


neſs of our departed friend ſeemed to increaſe 


with his declining years ; if one aſked him, How 
he did? His anſwer frequently was, & Ag well as 
I can be out of heaven.” If he preached, I have 
heard thoſe that heard him remark, © it was as 
though he had been in heaven, and come back 
to earth to tell us what is doing there.“ Indeed 
there was a wonderful livelineſs in his preaching 
to the laſt ; and I could not but obſerve, the laſt 
time I heard him, a light upon his countenance, 
which appeared like the dawn, or a faint re- 
ſemblance of glory. 


We are now brought to the cloſing ſcene of 
his exiſtence upon earth ; but as I had neither 
the pain nor the pleaſure of ſeeing him in thoſe 
circumſtances, I can only retail the accounts of 
thoſe who did, and the few hints which I have 
collected and committed to writing, I wil repeat 
and read t to you. 


On 


( 3x ) | 
breakfaſt with his laſt ſickneſs which was unto, 
death, at 2 friend's houſe. at Balaam-hill, near 
Clapham. He came down to breakfaſt at fix 
o'clock, preſided, as uſual, in family devotion, and 
prayed earneſtly that © God would. fit us for and 
— day, which might be 
He converſed moſt. profitably and com- 
eee London, on the approach 
| of death, and near proſpect of eternity: O! how. 
animating is the view which I now have of death, 
and-the hope laid up for me in heaven, full of 
glory and immortality?” He continued in town = 
under medical advice till the twenty-ſixth day of 
June, and then went to a friend's houſe at Tot- 
tenham, for a fortnight, where he was ſo much 
better as to be able to walk about the garden; from 
whence he came back to London, continued there 
a few days, and as change of air and country air 
were deemed neceſſary for him, he returned on 
the thirteenth day of July to Balaam, where he had 
had frequent ſpaſms at his heart, ſhortneſs of 
breath, attended with degrees of pain and con- 
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( 32 ) 
vullion, and conſidered himſelf as haſtening to the 
end of his converſation. But his faith and pa- 


tience never failed kim he was frequently ſaying, 


O how good is God! What entertainments and 
comforts does he give me! O what a proſpect do 


1 ſee before me of glory and immortality ! He is 


my God through life, through death, and through- | 
out eternity.” On the twenty-third day of July; 


as he fat at breakfaſt he ſaid, It is now near fixty 
| years ſince God opened my mouth to publiſh the 
| everlaſting ſufficiency and eternal glory of the ſal- 


vation of Chriſt Jeſus ; and it has now pleaſed him 
to ſhut my mouth, that my heart might feel and 
experience what my mouth has ſo often ſpoken.“ 
On the the twenty- fourth day of July; after he 


had been helped down ſtairs, he faid, *O how good - 


is God!” requeſting, as he had often done, that 
prayers without ceaſing might be made for him, 
that his faith and patience might not fail. He 
expreſſed exceeding great kindneſs and affection 
for his partner Mrs. Romaine, and thanking her 
for all her kind and tender care of him, he ſaid, 
Come, my love, that I may bleſs you, the Lord | 
be with you a covenant God for ever to fave and 
| bleſs 


( 33 ) 5 
bleſs you.” He ſpoke with the ſame tenderneſs 

and affection to his ſon, of whom alſo he ſpoke 
much and oft during his illneſs, expreſſing his hope 
of him as a ſoa in the faith as well as in the fleſh: 
but his particular expreſſions upon this ſubje& have 
been modeſtly withheld from me, and with pecu- 
liar propriety, as it was his ſon's intention to 

have been here this day, and in which caſe nothing 

would have been ſaid from this place concerning 

him. But as ſo much has been ſaid, I muſt be 
permitted to expreſs my beſt wiſhes and prayers, 
that the widow may find a huſband in her Maker, 
and a Redeemer in the Lord of Hoſts, and that 
the ſon may preach, live, and die like his father | 
To return to our narrative :—the lady who was 
cheriſhing in her houſe ſuch a dying gueſt, upon 
ſeeing and hearing him bleſs his wife, ſaid; © Have 
you not a bleſſing for me, Sir?” © Yes,” he ſaid, 
« ] have;” I pray God to bleſs you: and ſo he 
ſaid to every one that came to him. On Saturday 
the twenty-fifth day of July, he was not down 
ſtairs at all, but lay upon the couch all day, in 
great weakneſs of body, but ſtrong in faith 
giving glory to God. The power of Chriſt ws 

12 wh D ' reſting 
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x; reſting | upon him, and keeping him in the con- 
tinual exerciſe of prayer and praiſe. This was 
the laſt day he ſpent upon earth, and in the cloſe | 
of it, he was thought to have ſaid, © Yea, though 
I walk through. the valley and ſhadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, for thou art with me.” About 
an hour before he died, his friend and hoſt went up 
to him, and faid, “ hope, my dear Sir, you now 
find the ſalvation of Jeſus Chriſt precious, dear, 
and valuable to you.” His anſwer was, He 
is a precious precious Saviour to me now.” Theſe 
were the laſt words he faid, except © Holy, Holy, 
Holy! Holy bleſſed Jeſus, to thee be endleſs 
praiſe!” And in the firſt hour of the next day, 
which was the ſabbath day, he reſigned his breath, 
almoſt imperceptibly to thoſe that attended him, 
in VI to God who Gore * Beg | 


N Conſider the end of — and that 
you may give the praiſe, where only it ought to 
be given, go on with the Apoſtle and ſay, 


« Txsus CHRIST, TAE SAME YESTERDAY, ro- 
DAY, AND FOR EVER.” | 
. Men 


„ 
Men and brethren, it may well be ſuppoſed of 
a man who hath ſpoken ſo much when living, 
that he yet ſpeaketh when dead. I beſeech you 
therefore to ſuffer from me .a word of applica- 


And firſt, to you who deſpiſed and rejected his 
miniſtry, What do you think of it now? and 
what do you think of yourſelves for having loft ſo 
fair an opportunity for receiving the inſtruction of 
wiſdom and knowledge ? Should you die, as you 
have lived, without knowing God, and obeying 
the goſpel of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” hath not 
every one of you reaſon to tremble, * leſt thou 
mourn at the laſt, when thy fleſh and thy body are 
conſumed, and ſay, ft How have I hated inſtrue- 
tion, and my heart deſpiſed reproof!” Prov. v. 11. 
Perhaps ſome of you here preſent may be haunt-- 
ed by this bitter reflection, may be humbled before 
God on account of your fins, and your great ſin 
in deſpiſing the word of falvation. Bleſs God; 
that He has brought thee to thy ſenſes beſore 
thy fleſh and thy body are conſumed, cry mightily. 
unto Him, © God be merciful to me a finner,” 

Re conſule 
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conſult his lively oracles reſpecting this important; 

queſtion, © What muſt I do to be ſaved ?” There bes 

you will find the anſwer fo conſtantly in the mouth 

of your dear departed miniſter, © Believe in the - 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be faved.” 
Bleſſed be God, that though the ſervant is gone, 

the Maſter is with us, and the meſſage alſo, | 


I am ſpeaking, no doubt, to many, who loved 
and attended his miniſtry, but-who have reaſon to 
lament your ſhort comings, your little profit under 
the advantages which you enjoyed; many oppar- 
tunities which you have loſt, and many of which ! 
you have availed yourſelves and thought but little. 
Such reflections have occurred to myſelf, and 
perhaps to you, upon the loſs of ſo eminent, ſo 
uſeful a man. He ſeems to ſpeak to us who are 
left in the world, * Ariſe and depart, this is not 
your reſt, follow more earneſtly than you have 8 
done the things which alone can bring you 
peace at the laſt.” May his death be our life ! 
may the preſent ſeaſon be an awakening ſeaſan ! 
may God the Spirit guide you and me, and in 
proportion as the cloud of witneſſes increaſes over 
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„ 
our heads, may we be increaſing in ſaith, may we 
be ſtirred up to follow them as they followed 
Chriſt! and may we endure unto the end, 
looking unto Jeſus, the Author and finiſher of 
our faith! ä 


. Tam ſpeaking to many, no doubt, who are 
ready to ſay (and I am ready to join them), that, 
conſidering the great age of this wonderful man, 


his long continuance in the miniſtry, his rich ex- 


perience in the things of God, and his particular 
talents for preaching Jeſus Chriſt, he has not left 
his equal behind him. But, my brethren, he has 
left many able and faithful miniſters of the New 


Teſtament, who by their life and doctrine are + 


ſetting forth God's true and lively word; and 


though their talents may not be the ſame with 


thoſe of our departed father in Chriſt, yet their 
aim is preciſely the ſame, to teſtify repentance to« 
wards God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Cheriſh ſuch men, encourage and eſteem 
them highly, There are diverſities of gifts, but 


the ſame Spirit; and wherever that Spirit is, do. 
you rejoice in the light that is raiſed by it, at- 
„ en 


| 6 38 ) 
tend upon the miniſtry produced by it, follow it 
with your prayers, and do all in your power to 
ſtrengthen the hands of thoſe that have it, and 
to love them as they are loved of God. 
Let me congratulate this Pariſh upon the con- 
tinuance of the goſpel miniſtry among them, 
and let me recommend to your love and 
© eſteem the perſon whom it has pleaſed God to 
move the heart of the Patron of this living to put 
into this church, He has been known ten years 
among you—he-has laboured in the miniftry with 
his beloved predeceſſor—he has his feelings na 
doubt, upon being called to ſtand in the place of 
ſuch a'man, and the more he feels, the more he 
needs your ſupport and your prayers—he has 
mine, and I hope he will have yours, that as the 
mantle of his father has dropped upon him, ſo a 
double portion of his ſpirit may reſt upon him 
alſo ! | 1 
And now, brethren, I commend you to Gd, 
and the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and give you an inheritance among them 
that are ſanctified, through faith, which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus—that ſo you may be in the hands of Him, 
;- Þ who 
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„ 
who will guide you with his counſel, * fer 
that receive you with glory, and bring you to ſay, 


zs all who have lived and died in his faith and 


fear have ſaid before you, Whom have I in heaven 
but Thee? and there is none upon earth that I 
deſire beſide Thee ; my fleſh and my heart fail; but 
God is = e of my heart, and my portion 
for ever.“ 


| To this God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
in one Jehovah, be glory for ever. Ame, 


FINIS 
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